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Among his reasons for resigning were his refusal to administer the sacrament of the Last Supper, which he
believed to be an unnecessary theological rite, and his belief that the ministry was an "antiquated profession.
Emerson depicts moral law as lying at the center of the circle of nature and radiating to the circumference. In
"Prospects," the eighth and final chapter of Nature, Emerson promotes intuitive reason as the means of gaining
insight into the order and laws of the universe. The concluding paragraphs draw extensively on the ideas of
Amos Bronson Alcott, a fellow transcendentalist whom Emerson affectionately calls his "Orphic poet. In
Concord, New Hampshire, he met Ellen Tucker, a seventeen-year-old poet who also suffered from
tuberculosis. What is most important in this sequence is the similar ways we perceive the various objects â€”
stars, the landscape, and the poet. When a man gazes at the stars, he becomes aware of his own separateness
from the material world. As he grew older, Emerson's health and mental acuity began to decline rapidly. In
order to help us focus more clearly on nature, Emerson distinguishes nature from art. Reason is linked to
intuition, Understanding to rationality. A child, Emerson says, accepts nature as it is rather than manipulating
it into something it is not, as an adult would do. Man apprehends wholeness in the multiplicity of natural
forms and conveys these forms in their totality. Understanding requires our perceiving how natural objects
differ from â€” and resemble â€” each other. Although these complex ideas are expressed by specialists in
"intellectual science," they are nevertheless available to all. Although he ranks these as low uses, and states
that they are the only applications that most men have for nature, they are perfect and appropriate in their own
way. The first question â€” What is matter? The way we react to nature depends upon our state of mind in
approaching it. The man who speaks with passion or in images â€” like the poet or orator who maintains a
vital connection with nature â€” expresses the workings of God. The remedy for this condition of mental and
moral infirmities lies in our being open to nature's enlightening and healing powers. Emerson points out that in
the quest for the ideal, it does not serve man to take a demeaning view of nature. Emerson quickly finishes
with nature as a commodity, stating that "A man is fed, not that he may be fed, but that he may work," and
turns to higher uses. While in Europe, he met many of the leading thinkers of his time, including the
economist and philosopher John Stuart Mill; Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose Aids to Reflection Emerson
admired; the poet William Wordsworth; and Thomas Carlyle, the historian and social critic, with whom
Emerson established a lifelong friendship. A guess or a dream may be more productive than a fact or a
scientific experiment. But it is not enough to say that nature does not have independent existence. Over time,
we have lost a sense of the particular connection of the first language to the natural world, but children and
primitive people retain it to some extent. He points out that although the poet aims toward beauty and the
philosopher toward truth, both subject the order and relations within nature to human thought in order to find
higher absolutes, laws, and spiritual realities. He often lamented that he had "no new ideas" in his later years.
After the first two years, he succeeded Fuller as its editor. Empirical science hinders true perception by
focusing too much on particulars and too little on the broader picture. If Understanding is concerned with the
knowledge of how objects function in the world, then Reason, the second major point under the heading of
Discipline, is the intuition needed to understand those objects. Not only are words symbolic, Emerson
continues, but the natural objects that they represent are symbolic of particular spiritual states. In writing
Nature, Emerson drew upon material from his journals, sermons, and lectures. He distinguishes between
knowing who owns various farms and being able to see a unified landscape vista, of which the farms form but
a single part. An all-encompassing universal soul underlies individual life. An active person has a richer
existence than a scholar who merely undergoes a second-hand existence through the words and thoughts of
others. The noblest use of nature is to help us by representing God, by serving as the medium "through which
the universal spirit speaks to the individual, and strives to lead the individual back to it. Emerson's definition
of Reason is markedly different than ours today. Nature affords access to the very mind of God and thus
renders man "the creator in the finite. Emerson speaks of the landscape in which he walks and how he, as a
poet, can best integrate all that he sees. He also had to quit the lecture circuit as his memory began to lapse. He
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asserts that man is particularly susceptible to the moral meaning of nature, and returns to the unity of all of
nature's particulars. Each individual is a manifestation of creation and as such holds the key to unlocking the
mysteries of the universe. Note that he continually argues for nature's being made to serve us â€” "It is made
to serve" â€” an idea that is startling, given the generally accepted opinion that Emerson's key ideas include
our metaphysically becoming one with nature, and nature's supremely ruling over us.


