
WRITING A NONFICTION SHORT STORY

Nonfiction short story writing is essentially the same. When we write nonfiction stories, we are writing about events that
actually happened but in a format that.

If half of the story is made-up, but half is very obviously true, it might be best called mixed genre. Step 6. Any
time you talk about something that has happened in your life, you're telling a nonfiction story. Write the scene
where it happened, and tell us what you would do if it happened again. Step 4. Eventually connect this small,
boring detail with the grand narrative of your life, your bigger purpose and intentions. Dramatize the physical
danger of the natural event as well as the tension between you and the people you were with. Combine
characters where you can. Here are a couple of options for beginnings that I found worked best for my blog:
One strategy is beginning with a little personal or historical story. The story ends with the taxi pulling into
view of his childhood home, only to find not only the porch light on, but also every light in the house and
more out in the yard. Try to remember a friend from that time period, and describe the first memory of a time
when they pressured you or made you uncomfortable or angry. We remember stories much better than abstract
rules, formulas or concepts. Short stories are inherently fiction with or without real-life inspiration. Ideas are
broken down into detail. Tell a memorable story Humans have been fascinated by stories since the dawn of
time. And I feel responsible. Take any novel by Charles Bukowski : Do you think his prose would have the
same effect if it used long-winded, multi-clause sentences and a jungle of technical terms? Write the key scene
in that relationship, when everything was at stake. Let your choice of details work subtly to invoke the attitude
you wish to convey. This doesn't mean though that you have to sacrifice an engaging story just to tell the facts.
From that instant forward, our fate is in our own hands. Why not do the same with your nonfiction? What
about that moment made it so unforgettable? Short Story Example two: A writer writes a story based on a
made-up explosion, set in a made-up town, and showing the made-up experiences of his characters. Even
though nonfiction writing focuses on the truth and facts, it can still include engaging detail that will grab a
reader's attention. Zoom in. Use emotional language Bad nonfiction pieces are overly factual and prosaic.
There are many ways to format a story, the most common being chronological order, which is when a story is
told from the first event to the last in sequential order. What do you want more than anything in your life?
Employ the elements of the novel: scene, setting, characters, dialogue, drama. Be sure to give your reader an
introduction or background information about the characters, setting and conflict. Commentary Example: A
writer tells the story of a car explosion in his town to illustrate the point that the police are not vigilant enough
about people throwing flaming marshmallows out their windows. When in Doubt, Leave it Out Short stories
are, by definition, short. Recall a key lesson that parents or family members tried to impart onto you as a child.
Lastly, make sure you give your reader some type of closure at the end so the story feels complete. A short
story is a work of fictional prose. The rainbow of little thumbs up everyone is so focused upon generating via
social media? Mixed Genre Example Two: A writer decides to compose a family history, using pictures and
documents from her family albums. Personal Essay Example: A writer pens the story of his experience at the
scene of a car explosion in his town. Get an imagination. Take note: Your reader is making their own pictures
from your words. Write about a road trip you took, and about where all your fellow travelers ended up in life
versus where you ended up.


