
BODY MODIFICATIONS IN MESOAMERICA

Aztec body modification (or body alteration) was practiced by the members of the Aztec Empire in Mesoamerica. Many
times the body modification was used in.

The symbols they chose as their tattoos represented their totem animal or the gods, who would then imbue
their lives with a measure of power. Body modification was also a symbol of power among the Aztec rulers. It
was a painful process, performed with a hard stone drill and, like tattooing, was seen as something to take
pride in achieving, as well as something that represented a transformation of self Bass ; Geller 1. Nahua
peoples descended from Chichimec peoples who migrated to central Mexico from the north in the early 13th
century; the migration story of the Mexica is similar to those of other polities in central Mexico, with
supernatural sites and events, joining earthly and divine history as they sought political legitimacy. Eagles
symbolized foresight and flight. There are a great many examples of Maya text found on stelae and ceramics;
the Maya developed a complex series of interlocking ritual calendars, employed mathematics that included
one of the earliest instances of the explicit zero in the world. This process may have caused changes in skeletal
structure, due to stretched muscle attachments. The second was that humoral balance was the basis of illness
or health, the four humours being blood, black bile , yellow bile, relating to the four Greek classical elements
of air, water and fire respectively. Powerful animals such as serpents, eagles or jaguars were favorites of
nobles and warriors. It is done for aesthetics , sexual enhancement, rites of passage, religious beliefs, to
display group membership or affiliation, in remembrance of lived experience, traditional symbolism such as
axis mundi and mythology, to create body art, for shock value, as self-expression, among other reasons. They
likened crossed eyes to the glare of a jaguar before it attacks its prey. Kingship was patrilineal , power would
pass to the eldest son. At the time when the term became common in jewelry making, "marcasite" referred to
all iron sulfides including pyrite, not to the orthorhombic FeS2 mineral marcasite, lighter in color and
chemically unstable, thus not suitable for jewelry making. Classic period rule was centred on the concept of
the "divine king", who acted as a mediator between mortals and the supernatural realm. Synthetic iron sulfide
was used with copper sulfide to create the photovoltaic material.. It is found in the memoirs of the exiled
Russian churchman Avvakum ; the word was brought to Western Europe in the late 17th century by the Dutch
traveler Nicolaes Witsen , who reported his stay and journeys among the Tungusic- and Samoyedic-speaking
indigenous peoples of Siberia in his book Noord en Oost Tataryen. It was indicative of becoming one with the
stars, as the burns on the wrists were aligned with certain constellations. Maya body modification is as unique
as it is extensive, ranging from everything discussed above to others that were not. Mesoamerica was one of
six cradles of civilization worldwide; the Mesoamerican area gave rise to a series of cultural developments
that included complex societies, cities, monumental architecture and calendrical systems. Because the Maya
belief system was so ingrained in their society, where there was little distinction between religion and
socioeconomics, it is unlikely for body modifications not to have some origin in Mesoamerican religion.
Anderson and C. The term was used to describe unrelated magico-religious practices found within the ethnic
religions of other parts of Asia, Africa and completely unrelated parts of the Americas, as they believed these
practices to be similar to one another. Ancient Tattoos Ancient tattoos were also popular. Austin, Texas. There
is little evidence of calcium deposits around the stones, and therefore little evidence that implants led to root
damage or disuse of a tooth. Another reason was that it allowed for more bloodletting practices and
appeasement of deities throughout this time. During medieval times bleeding charts were common, showing
specific bleeding sites on the body in alignment with the planets and zodiacs. The techniques changed over
time and by region, but observably, head- shaping had been present since the Formative period and had
continued throughout the Classic period. Some served a spiritual or ceremonial role in Maya culture, and were
nearly uniform, like cranial modification â€” where the infant head would be bound until it was permanently
elongated â€” and bloodletting â€” where the Maya would purposefully bleed themselves as an auto-sacrificial
repayment for what the gods bring them, e. Cranial modification of Maya male. A stick that had been placed
in a fire would be pressed onto the skin of the child and the scar was thus given.


