
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ART OF ANDY WARHOL THE LEADER OF THE

POP ART MOVEMENT

NOTE: For analysis of works by Pop-art painters like Andy Warhol, Warhol became the acknowledged leader of the Pop
Art movement of the s and 70s .

As a boy living in Pittsburgh he found escape from his ordinary working class life in popular teen magazines
and by collecting autographs from film stars. His specialty was advertisements for I. A Coke is a Coke and no
amount of money can get you a better Coke than the one the bum on the corner is drinking. Warhol's father
had recognized his son's artistic talents, and in his will he dictated that his life savings go toward Warhol's
college education. It might be argued that the Soviet posters made in the s to promote the wealth of the nation
were in itself a form of pop art. In third grade, Warhol had Sydenham's chorea also known as St. The
following year he switched from painting by hand to the silkscreen process, taking care to exploit the natural
imperfections in the process of repetition, to give each work an appearance of originality. Another challenge to
the domination of Abstract Expressionism, Warhol's Coca-Cola is equal in size to many of the popular
canvases of the time 6ft x 5ft but is devoid of their abstractions. His paintings and prints were based on a
photograph taken by Gene Kornman in to advertise the film Niagara which Monroe had starred in. Indiana and
Warhol in his first New York show. One of the collages in that presentation was Paolozzi's I was a Rich Man's
Plaything , which includes the first use of the word "pop", appearing in a cloud of smoke emerging from a
revolver. So it is fitting that the first retrospective of his political works has been timed not only to coincide
with this pivotal presidential election but also unveiled in New Hampshire, a state well-trod by political
hopefuls and pundits. Explore ways of emphasisising the most distinctive aspects of your own identity â€”
through hairstyle, clothing, glasses or make-up â€” to make a distinctive, iconic image. His art brought
common day people together and showed the impact of contemporary society and the idea of mass media on
values Lichtenstein said, "[abstract expressionists] put things down on the canvas and responded to what they
had done, to the color positions and sizes. As in Robert Motherwell's popular Stations of the Cross series of
works, Coca-Cola is comprised of a large, black mass on a white background. Warhol's "whimsical" ink
drawings of shoe advertisements figured in some of his earliest showings at the Bodley Gallery in New York.
In any case, sometime between the winter of and the phrase acquired currency in conversation Kennedy two
days later. The image and the person become another cereal box on the supermarket shelf, one of hundreds of
boxes - which are all exactly the same. This brash, often humorous, approach to art was at great odds with the
prevailing sensibility that, by its nature, art dealt with "profound" expressions or ideas. Think about the
colours you could use; expressive techniques to make it look less mass produced; or what about changing the
title or wording? The facial features and hair are screen-printed in black over the orange background. In this
respect, Italian pop art takes the same ideological path as that of the international scene.


