
STUDENT TEACHER REFLECTION ESSAY

Student Teaching Reflection Paper By Chelsey Laurito Before student teaching, I was uncertain of my feelings towards
working in the education system.

With the help of the guidance counselor, I managed to get him an audio version of the book with which to
follow along as he read. I tried to regulate the classroom, not censor it. I have found that questioning and
critical thinking are two of the most important skills we can give students. We had already completed the
timeline and memoir portions, though they had never seen my full set of guidelines. The desks are arranged
with one big horseshoe and two rows of desks inside the horseshoe shape. I got to experience teaching all the
areas of the ECC, collaborating with team members, collaborating with family members, state requirements,
and AIU requirements. I also used a variety of visual aids, including pictures to manipulate combined with
pictures I drew for the students to copy down in their notebooks. I have some students that use technology
such as the iPad and computer that have learned the commands to enlarge text as needed. Though students
were expected to do individual work silently, they were always given time to share their thoughts with the
class later. This AIU covers all of Allegheny County and provides services to all the districts within the county
as well as private schools. I started off the semester so unwilling to assert power needlessly that I questioned
the necessity of having students raise their hands. During the next year, I hope to have many extra tools in my
tool belt to improve how I meet the needs of diverse learners. I have loved being able to make them smile by
asking about an event they mentioned they have over the weekend or by simply greeting them in the morning
and asking how they are doing. In helping a teacher with Drama club, I was able to foster many relationships
with students in my classes as well as the seventh and eighth grade students. Uncertain if they would
understand why Calpurnia, in To Kill a Mockingbird, must change her speech and behavior depending on
whether she is with the African American community or with her white employers, I asked the students for
instances from their own lives. I encountered a lack of initiative on the part of students to actually turn in
assignments as assigned. It was there that I was first given the opportunity to considerâ€”of all the things in
the worldâ€”what I would most want to teach a classroom of students. In any given lesson, I would try to
focus on the visual, kinesthetic, and auditory learning styles while incorporating interactive activities. The
teachers will complete part of the evaluation with other team members and then hand it off to the At
evaluators. Florida State prepared me very well in this area. My caseload consisted of 16 students that changed
throughout the semester. I instructed the students to write in their notebooks and share their notes with me. We
were treated to a lecture on binder rings, on smudging, on scissor handles, on hinged desks. Goal 5: Make the
Content Relevant. Forming these connections is not only personally valuable, but it creates such a positive
environment for the entire class. What I was handed was a poem about masks, about hiding who you are to the
rest of the world, about hoping they will take the time to look closer at you, but also about fearing this
possibility. In it, Mr. After reflecting on these goals over the course of my semester student teaching, I feel
certain I will come even closer to achieving them the next time I have the opportunity to teach. It could not be
different in a career such as teaching. I would also have benefitted from setting up my unique norms for my
class. I also made a point to attend as many extra-curricular activities as possible, including basketball games,
choir concerts and track meets. I waited to give a formal assessment until the end of the unit. I also envision
designating one day per week in which papers are passed back at the beginning of class. When the left-handers
stopped to catch their breath, my right-handed athletes rejoined with examples of when left-handedness is a
privilege; baseball, fencing, lacrosse, wrestling. By the end I realized thatâ€”for a classroom to run efficiently
and for students to learn as much as possibleâ€”certain rules must be in place. I would also braille out my own
worksheets and instructional materials as needed. Another connection to their own lived experiences occurred
in a lesson based on privilege.


