
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MORAL RISK AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS

To read the introduction and the question and answer session, please download As most men realized, the first atomic
bomb was a merely pregnant threat, a merely .. and religious ones, are small compared to the hazards of nuclear war.

They are complemented by controls on the export of sensitive technology from countries such as UK and
United States through voluntary bodies such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group. Some could be implemented on
the basis of IAEA's existing legal authority through safeguards agreements and inspections. I believe we will
have the vote of the younger generation, in all the nations of the world. If we created this monster, we can lay
him to rest. What caught the headlines were the war games spokesmen. That Culture of Peace will require a
pattern in which trust, respect and transparency will breed disarmament and reverse the pattern of fear and
threat which have continued to justify irrational levels of armaments. It is unique as a source of peril to the
human future. The Court held that "the threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the
rules of international law applicable to armed conflict, and in particular the principles and rules of
humanitarian law" and that states are obligated to bring to a conclusion negotiations on nuclear disarmament
in all its aspects. It turns people Into light. President Eisenhower predicted that there will come a day when the
people will generate such a mighty popular ground swell for peace that governments will be forced to get out
of their way. With North Korea, the promised provision of commercial power reactors appeared to resolve the
situation for a time, but it later withdrew from the NPT and declared it had nuclear weapons. This could
indicate that there is a potential nuclear arm stockpile replacement since the isotope naturally decays. I believe
the Holy Spirit was with us when we first gathered on the top floor of the Intercontinental Hotel in Vienna on
a cold, blustery January day to elaborate a program. Here are a few disconnected sentences taken from the
five-page declaration: Science can offer the world no real defense against the consequences of nuclear war.
Most of us were around when the beast was born. These were to ensure that transfers of nuclear material or
equipment would not be diverted to unsafeguarded nuclear fuel cycle or nuclear explosive activities, and
formal government assurances to this effect were required from recipients. However, it must be pointed out
that to fulfill the commitments made at these summits a new level of cooperation is required. This is not the
case with respect to any class or classes of conventional weapons. I think the young people would say, "Why
not? The threat of global annihilation engendered by the existence of such weapons, and the fear that this has
engendered amongst the entire post-war generation, is itself an evil, as much as nuclear war itself. Does this
engender moral coherence in the youth of the world to whom we must argue that violence and the threat of
violence in daily life does not bring human fulfillment? In fact, the worldwide application of those safeguards
and the substantial world trade in uranium for nuclear electricity make the proliferation of nuclear weapons
much less likely. It is unique as a source of continuing danger to human health, even long after its use. With a
nuclear weapon, those sufferings reach a limit situation, beyond which all else is academic. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. A political science which is mistreated and persecuted is likely to
have earned that enmity because it has put its moral commitment to the truth above social convenience and
ambition. Shall we, instead, choose death, because we cannot forget our quarrels? And all this is called nuclear
capability. We know more about war than we know about peace, more about dying than we know about living.
As one Soviet official told me, your hawks nourish our hawks and our hawks feed your hawks. It has pervaded
our thoughts about the future, about our children, about human nature. We all know that we are the first
generation of humans since Genesis that can totally destroy the human species and make our beautiful planet
uninhabitable. While safeguards apply to some of their activities, others remain beyond scrutiny. The race had
been won, the weapon had been used by those on whom civilization could best hope to depend; but the
demonstration of power against living creatures instead of dead matter created a bottomless wound in the
living conscience of the race.


