
AN INTRODUCTION AND AN ANALYSIS OF TECHNOLOGY AND

INFERTILE COUPLES

He found support for the conclusion that infertility is a The other tradition is based on the qualitative analysis of infertile
women and men â€” both in of reproductive technology and its cultural and societal context.

Evidence suggests, however, that the characterization of infertile woman as totally immersed in the process of
trying to become pregnant describes only treatment seekers Greil and Mc-Quillan and forthcoming , Jacob et
al. As spouses become more discreet toward one another, their marriage life may also be adversely altered.
Although it is difficult to stop treatment, Verhaak et al. We conclude that researchers are moving toward
situating infertility in social contexts although the clinical focus of much earlier work persists. But looking
back over a longer time frame shows that for most of history, women have been blamed for childlessness. One
characteristic of the sociocultural context that influences infertility is pro-natalism Parry , Ulrich and
Weatherall  These are the subjects of a recent review by Inhorn and Birenbaum-Carmeli  Women who have
stopped IVF treatment often go through a period of self-reflection before coming to terms with their infertility
Peddie et al. Sociofinancially advanced couples prove to be more apt in accepting infertility and develop
favorable coping methods against infertility-induced psychological problems, but the opposite holds true
among sociofinancially backward couples [ 16 , 21 , 22 , 23 ]. IUI with ovulation, however, is hazardous in
terms of multiple pregnancy and the monthly fecundity rate is generally poor Guzick et al. Many women are
shocked to discover the relatively high rate of failure of a single cycle of IVF. The treatment of infertility in
low-resource settings is a challenge for policymakers and the health system. Abstract About 10 years ago Greil
published a review and critique of the literature on the socio-psychological impact of infertility. Findings
revealed that anxiety level is a determinant for the result of infertility treatment and decision to continue the
protocol [ 58 , 59 , 60 , 61 , 62 ]. We conclude that more attention is now being paid to the ways in which the
experience of infertility is shaped by social context. Infertility is more than a health problem; it is a social
issue and a public health matter [ 42 ]. In Egypt women bear the burden of infertility even when they know
there is a male cause Inhorn  Scholars continue to explore the extent to which infertility is a source of
psychological distress and to accumulate evidence about the importance of gender for the experience of
infertility. The result was expressed as percentages and mean with standard deviation. The other tradition uses
primarily qualitative research to capture the experiences of infertile people in a sociocultural context.
Motherhood being a social role attributed to all women makes woman to fear infertility as a threat for
marriage, which then leads to anxiety [ 8 ]. Feinberg et al. By the time IVF became available, as adoption
became more difficult, couples were primed to pin their last hopes of raising a child from birth on a
technological breakthrough. However, despite that it has been documented that women suffering from
polycystic ovary-like conditions gain regular menstrual cycles when ageing Elting et al. Dyer et al. Knowledge
on ART practices showed that  And in 19th-century France , many doctors linked childlessness to abortion,
venereal disease, or promiscuity. It has to be taken into account that the use of low-cost protocols does not
avoid the necessity of the infrastructure of a good laboratory. In these sessions, it is aimed to help the patients
understand that most of their infertility reactions are normal and predictable, to discuss about the process
toward obtaining desired solutions, to conceptualize or reinterpret the problems with solution offering methods
[ 2 ]. Finally, patients with a hydrosalpinx have shown significantly lower implantation rates and significantly
higher miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy rates than normal controls in donor oocyte cycles Cohen et al. For
the couples, the common emotions for not having a baby are frustration and missing mother-father roles
valued in society. In a recent Cochrane review [ 73 ], the policy of single embryo transfer versus two embryo
transfer was evaluated regarding pregnancy rates. In Icelandic sagas , Indian epic narratives and ancient Greek
plays , we find stories of childlessness, miraculous births and adoptions that cross national boundaries. In
another literature review, Eugster and Vingerhoets cite some evidence that psychological factors may
influence IVF success rates. This is the vital context for understanding initial responses to IVF as a medical
miracle. The focus on people receiving treatment makes it difficult to generalize to those who do not seek
treatment Greil  While the underrepresentation of economically deprived and culturally distinct populations
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continues to be a problem in the study of infertility in developed societies, the publication of ethnographic
studies of infertility in developing countries has drawn attention to the need for more of this work.


