
SHEILA BIRLING IDEAS

Sheila takes responsibility for her actions and tells the truth. Mr Birling dismisses the idea that we should be responsible
for each other, suggesting that such a.

She knows that if they try to keep anything from him, it will make things worse. At the start of the play he
comes across as being arrogant, making long speeches about his predictions for the future. You lot may be
letting yourselves out nicely, but I can't. Does that satisfy you? It makes it all harder to bear. By the end of the
play she has grown up and has realised that her actions can have grave consequences. He does not consider the
impact 'higher prices' might have on anyone else, he just wants more money. We did her in all right. Of course
he knows. The fact that he considers it 'my duty' means that he sees keeping labour costs down as some sort of
noble quest he has undertaken. Gerald is being judgemental of her even though he has not yet taken
responsibility for his own actions. Priestley uses him to show the audience that the Eva Smiths of the world
will continue to suffer if people like Birling remain in positions of power. So I refused', here he does not even
wait for the Inspector to respond, he assumes that he is in the right. The Inspector's lessons When the Inspector
is questioning the Birlings. Priestley wanted to address this issue. How is the theme of social responsibility
shown in the play? And now at least you've been honest'. She is quick to apologise, it is clear that she is keen
to behave well. Eric feels socially responsible Eric shows that he takes responsibility for his actions in the
final act of the play. She is also being more assertive with Gerald and commenting on his behaviour.
Somehow he makes you. Was it an accident? He does not allow Sybil to talk for herself here. He also makes
assertions about how a man should look out for number one and not waste time helping others. If you do, then
the Inspector will just break it down. In the second and third acts, following the realisation that she has played
a part in Eva Smith 's death, she matures and comes to realise the importance of The Inspector 's message.
Social responsibility During the early 20th-century there was no government support for the poor An Inspector
Calls was first performed in the UK just after the end of World War Two, in  Social and historical context J B
Priestley was a socialist When the play was written after World War Two in , there was no form of welfare
from the government to help the poor. The fact that he thinks clothes 'make 'em look prettier' shows he
objectifies women too. Her behaviour is childish and she very much does what her parents tell her. Not
interested in the views of others. I knew there was something fishy about that time.


