
THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE SHIFT IN LIBERALISM

ushered in major policy shifts because it brought new groups to power is more pre-depression Labour platform, as well
as the platforms of the Liberal.

In Europe the conflict between them had not yet taken on concrete form; with the French Revolution it did.
Yet, paradoxically, the turmoil of the s turned out to be predominantly conservative in its impact on American
society. But only after a state had actually been formed on the basis of the theory of representation did the full
significance of this idea become clear. However Napoleon did not restore the ancien regime. The impact of
these ideas steadily increased during the 17th century in England, culminating in the Glorious Revolution of ,
which enshrined parliamentary sovereignty and the right of revolution , and led to the establishment of what
many consider the first modern, liberal state. His most polemical and ferocious attacks on intolerance and
religious persecutions indeed began to appear a few years later. This was undeniably an era of extraordinary
political innovation , much of it expressed in the reforms enacted by Franklin D. In a lengthy discussion of the
English political system, which he greatly admired, he tried to show how this might be achieved and liberty
secured, even in a monarchy. He kept much of the liberalism and imposed a liberal code of law, the Code
Napoleon. See also: Civil liberties in the United Kingdom The Bill of Rights was a landmark piece of liberal
legislation Isolated strands of liberal thought that had existed in Western philosophy since the Ancient Greeks
began to coalesce at the time of the English Civil War. Ideas that challenged the status quo were often harshly
repressed. It was also a time when a significant number of Americans flirted with Marxist movements and
ideas, as well as with the notion that the model for a more humane society could be found in the Soviet Union.
These two principles are like two opposite poles, and it is the conflict between them that determines the course
of the modern world. Montesquieu pleaded in favor of a constitutional system of government , the
preservation of civil liberties and the law and the idea that political institutions ought to reflect the social and
geographical aspects of each community. But for all the turbulence and the panic , the ultimate effects of the
Great Depression were less revolutionary than reassuring. First page of Napoleon 's Civil Code which
removed inherited privilege and allowed freedom of religion During the Napoleonic Wars , the French brought
to Western Europe the liquidation of the feudal system , the liberalization of property laws , the end of
seigneurial dues , the abolition of guilds , the legalization of divorce , the disintegration of Jewish ghettos , the
collapse of the Inquisition , the final end of the Holy Roman Empire , the elimination of church courts and
religious authority, the establishment of the metric system , and equality under the law for all men. Library of
Congress, Washington, D. Roosevelt 's New Deal and the slightly more distant heir to the progressives of the
early 20th century. In , the Commons refused to renew the legislation, [27] leading to a continuous period of
unprecedented freedom of the press apart from seditious libel. At first, liberals generally did not see Franklin
D.


