
HOW TO WRITE A DBQ BODY PARAGRAPH

In writing your DBQ essay, ensure that you present your body paragraphs in a logical order. Ensure that all your body
paragraphs begin with a topic sentence.

Therefore you need to clearly understand the different authors and their points of view. Organize the
information that you want to use in your essay through the use of an outline. These are main ideas and
sometimes have less detail then the outline method. Read carefully the prompt While reading the prompt, try
to: Understand the question Identify the keywords, such as the time period, society, cultural and economic
problems Identify the evidence you need to extract from the documents Think out of the box Forget about the
documents and try to gather information about the question you have been given. A sample DBQ essay
grading rubric. Go through the documents You are going to be given several historical documents. Feeling
Stuck on Your Essay? Step 3: Compose a thesis statement. Also make sure that you are addressing the task as
well as the requirements from the rubric. You can often do this by restating the question in a different way.
Develop a temporary thesis After reading the prompt, come up with a temporary thesis that will guide you in
terms of how to use the supporting documents. Develop groups Your essay should show a perfect
understanding of the various documents you have been given. This includes information about the society in
question, the time period or the theme. Step 2: Read through the grading rubric. Explain what you concluded
about the essay question. DBQ questions are composed of two sections. Step 6: Write the body paragraphs. Be
sure to use most of the documents provided in Part A in order to provide evidence which proves your thesis
statement, and to meet the criteria in the rubric to earn a full credit for your essay. The box format outline.
Read the task section in Part B of the DBQ essay question and analyze it in order to figure out what it is
asking you to do. Quite simply, a DBQ question: 1. Key words used in the task may include: Discuss means
"to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; to present in some detail. Step 7:
Write the conclusion. You need to cluster the documents and it should reflect at least two times in your essay.
When creating the groups, ensure that they are all in line with your thesis. While doing this, try to make some
notes on each document. You cannot just jump to writing before adequately preparing what you are going to
put on paper. Summarize how the information in the body of your essay proves your point. Step 4: Organize
the essay. Write the first body paragraph. Carefully read or view each document in Part A of the DBQ
question, and answer the question that follows each document. Ideally, this is what you are going to write in
your DBQ essay while using the provided documents as evidence. You need to pick one outstanding
perspective that you are going to adopt in your essay. A DBQ essay question will always be accompanied by a
grading rubric which explains how the essay response will be graded. Once you have an understanding of
these criteria, begin writing your essay in Part B. The box method visually divides the essay into sections. Try
to think about everything that you learned in class about the topic in question and list all the relevant outside
information to help you when you get into writing. Below is a visual representation of this division: Step 1:
Answer each question in Part A.


