
THE IMAGERY USED IN SHAKESPEARES PLAY A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS

DREAM

In A Midsummer Night's Dream, William Shakespeare brilliantly uses the night as a motif which He combines this motif
with the related symbols of the play to.

The moon-goddesses Luna and Diana were associated with chastity on the one hand and fertility on the other;
two qualities that are united in faithful marriage, which the play celebrates. And nope, we don't source our
examples from our editing service! But it is also aligned with the more comical, folkloric image of the
man-in-the-moon, who, in the guise of Robin Starveling the tailor, lights the action of "Pyramus and Thisbe.
Like a dowager preventing him from gaining his fortune, the old moon is a crone who keeps Theseus from the
bounty of his wedding day. In her inconstancy, the moon is an apt figure of the ever-changing, varied modes
of love represented in the drama. Symbols and motifs are key to understanding A Midsummer Night's Dream
and identifying Shakespeare's social and political commentary. The play opens with Theseus and Hippolyta
planning their wedding festivities under a moon slowly changing into her new phase â€” too slowly for
Theseus. Reading example essays works the same way! As an image, the moon lights the way for all four
groups of characters. The animal references are included in the many images of the natural world that are
associated with the fairy kingdom. As Oberon says when he first sees Titania, they are "ill met by moonlight.
Despite the multivalent meanings of the moon in this play, it is still a vehicle for unity, shining on all four
groups of characters as they transform themselves in the course of the drama. Uncover new sources by
reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or
counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how
to use and how not to use our library. The only physical animals encountered by the characters apart from
Starveling's dog are the less-than-half-ass Nick Bottom and the totally artificial Lion played by Snug. June 8,
at PM In William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream, one particularly evocative, thought-provoking
and ubiquitous imagery seems to be that of the dream. Finally, another dream that is staged is that of Bottom,
who ''ha[s] had a dream, past the wit of man to say what dream it was''. Rather than the dark moon mourned by
Theseus, Hippolyta imagines the moon moving quickly into her new phase, like a silver bow, bent in heaven.
Kibin does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the essays in the library; essay content
should not be construed as advice. Essays may be lightly modified for readability or to protect the anonymity
of contributors, but we do not edit essay examples prior to publication. On a more comical level, moonshine is
also relevant to the players. This allows our team to focus on improving the library and adding new essays.


