
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CRITIQUE OF COLONIALIST THOUGHT IN HEART

OF DARKNESS BY JOSEPH CONRAD

Is Joseph Conrad's novel a critique of colonialism, or an example of it? and psychoanalytic interpretation; T. S. Eliot
used a line from it as an epigraph .. asked the class why they thought he had chosen â€œHeart of Darkness,â€•.

The fingers closed slowly on it and heldâ€”there was no other movement and no other glance. As the novella
continues, Marlow discovers more and more about Kurtz and is further illuminated to the cowardice and
apathetic practices of the man who he once believed was an exemplary citizen. Sometimes we came upon a
station close by the bank clinging to the skirts of the unknown, and the white men rushing out of a
tumble-down hovel with great gestures of joy and surprise and welcome seemed very strange, had the
appearance of being held there captive by a spell. All that is important to him is the acquisition of money and
power. The cannibals eating hippo meat practice restraint; the Europeans do not. Did he live his life again in
every detail of despair, temptation, and surrender during that moment of complete Lewis 9 knowledge? He
denied the connection that the other students acknowledged. But what Achebe and Said and a fair number of
other politicized critics are offering is not simply a different interpretation of this or that work but something
close to an attack on the moral legitimacy of literature. This novel had its origin in personal experience. His
primary mode of transportation is a steamboat, which relies on the presences of high water to be able to
traverse up and down the river. In the opening of his tale, Conrad, through Marlow, establishes his thoughts on
colonialism. An idea at the back of it; not a sentimental pretence but an idea; and an unselfish belief in the idea
â€” something you can set up, and bow down before, and offer a sacrifice toâ€¦. The broadening waters flowed
through a mob of wooded islands. The Europeans are only interested in advancing within the company,
making the most money and shipping the most ivory for their own profit. They simply care about what works
for them and the betterment of their positions. They were simply wasting time and effort to show they were
rendering constructive works. I found, through my interpretations, that the "heart of darkness" is the
ethnocentrism that Europeans maintained in the age of colonialism. Most imaginative writers of the nineteenth
century, Said maintains, failed to connect their work, their own spiritual practice, to the squalid operations of
colonialism. They are advanced in weapon technology. Never mind. Kurtz was a criminal, an isolated figure. I
had never seen these two quarrel in the past, and what they said presented no grounds for anger, but when each
repeated his position, anger filled the room. Heart of darkness is a story of Marlow, a steamboat captain, who
witnesses the harsh treatment of the natives by the Belgian as he travels down the Congo River. Said, one of
the most famous critics and scholars at Columbia today, has been raising hostile and undermining questions
about it. The Europeans, on face level, seek to convert the inhabitants of the Congo region to the European
way of life. By naming Marlow as a Buddha both in the very beginning and the very end, Conrad is leading
the reader to decide for his or her self how enlightened Marlow truly became, and indirectly having the reader
assess how enlightened they personally became as a result of reading the text. I looked at him as you peer
down at a man who is lying at the bottom of a precipice where the sun never shinesâ€¦I saw on that ivory face
the expression of somber pride, of ruthless power, of craven terrorâ€”of an intense and hopeless despair. Save
me! It was the sudden demand for new foreign markets to adopt Imperialism as a political policy moving
forward Hobson  He was very bright and very young. It made my hold my breath in expectation of hearing the
wilderness burst into a prodigious peal of laughter that would shake the fixed stars in their places, everything
belonged to himâ€”but how many powers of darkness claimed him for their own. Contact Author Introduction
Joseph Conrad was one of the famous novelists in the history of English literature. He drew an accurate
picture of the white men and the natives of Congoduring colonialism in this story. The students were in good
form, bold and free, and as the class went on they expounded certain points in the text, some of them holding
the little paperback in their hands like preachers before the faithful. Poor, stupid Conrad! Karl, a noted critic,
explains this technique that Conrad uses. In the story, Conrad explores the issues of colonialism and
imperialism. By using both Buddha and Dante, Conrad combines the search for the eternal truth and the
recognition of evils in the world, while still utilizing two characters that must find the truth within themselves.
But affected by imperialist ideology, he serves as a racist and a defender of the imperialism when he attempts
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to condemn the colonizers. They were not enemies, they were not criminals, they were nothing earthly now,
nothing but black shadows of disease and starvation lying confusedly in the greenish gloom. Magwitch would
still be a disreputable convict whom Pip would have to reject as a scoundrel or accept as his true spiritual
father. The long stretches of the waterway ran on, deserted, into the gloom of overshadowed distances. He
meets a man named Kurtz, who is well known by many. Western man had done this.


