
AN ANALYSIS OF ARTHUR DIMMESDALES NOVEL THE SCARLET

LETTER

The Scarlet Letter Character Analysis Arthur Dimmesdale He also has the principal conflict in the novel, and his
agonized suffering is the direct result of his .

Chillingworth treats The main character is Hester Prynne , a young woman who has borne a child out of
wedlock. He's a weak man who sins and won't accept his punishment, and the hypocrisy eats away at him.
Guilt and shame sometimes go hand in hand; the same action may give rise to feelings of both shame and
guilt, where the former reflects how we feel about ourselves and the latter involves awareness that our actions
have injured someone else. Man of Hypocrisy Dimmesdale may have a lot of good qualities, but he also has
some bad ones, like hypocrisy and weakness. His ministry aids people in leading good lives. Dimmesdale does
not confess that he has committed a sin with Hester, and for a brutal seven whole years, he withholds his guilt
inside of him. However, Dimmesdale has an unusually active conscience. Dimmesdale demands that she
reveal the identity of her Oftentimes, this Protestant and Puritan divine had plied it on his own shoulders,
laughing bitterly at himself the while, and smiting so much the more pitilessly because of that bitter laugh. On
their way out of This drives Dimmesdale to further internalize his guilt and self-punishment and leads to still
more deterioration in his physical and spiritual condition. Start Your Free Trial Today The novel also crafts
intriguing symmetries between social oppression and psychological repression. Despite this portrayal
Dimmesdale was a stronger character than given credit for. Note that Hawthorne says of Dimmesdale's nightly
vigils, which are sometimes in darkness, sometimes in dim light, and sometimes by the most powerful light
which he could throw upon it, "He thus typified the constant introspection wherewith he tortured. For most
people, guilt is often a short-lived feeling because we confess why we feel guilty and get it off of our chests. If
he publicly confesses, he loses his ability to be effective in this regard. Although she is initially scorned, over
time her compassion and dignity silence many of her critics. He was able to carry the burdens, frustration , and
pain throughout his life. In death, perhaps he will find a gentler judgment that his own or that of his fellow
citizens of Boston. Stricken by guilt, Dimmesdale becomes increasingly ill. Dimmesdale is a transitional
character in that he is, at Rev. As demonstrated later, his weakened condition makes it easier for him to
associate himself with the Black Man in the forest. An ordained Puritan minister, he is well educated, and he
has a philosophical turn of mind. Seven years prior, Hester stood in this place and took the punishment for
both of them while he quietly stood aside and led people to believe that he also condemned her. Only Hester
can face the future bravely, as she prepares to begin a new life with her daughter, Pearl , in Europe. The men
tease Pearl, calling her a demon-child because of The reader senses that whether chosen or earned,
Dimmesdale's salvation is a reality. Oh, and he's also Hester's secret, illicit lover. In Puritan terms,
Dimmesdale's predicament is that he is unsure of his soul's status: He is exemplary in performing his duties as
a Puritan minister, an indicator that he is one of the elect; however, he knows he has sinned and considers
himself a hypocrite, a sign he is not chosen. He tells her, "his spirit lacked the strength that could have borne
up, as thine has been, beneath a burden like thy scarlet letter"  Since God created the soul and infused it in the
human body, salvation is predestined.


